Re: Senate Bill 652

The bill recognizes an obvious fundamental truth — self confession to the state or local
police departments’ internal affairs unit almost always guarantees absolution. Exceptions are
very rare. Proposed Bill 652 is long overdue and necessary but amounts to absolution if the
victim survives.

The assault on The knuckles of a 6' 2", 214 pound police officer by the nose of a teenage
135 pound Puerto Rican who ran a stop sign was sworn to by the two officers who pulled the car
over and four who were called as ”back-up". All their reports were not only verbatim but
contained the same spelling and punctuation errors. They were all hand written by each who
swore it was his own spontancous recollection. (Arroyo v. Walsh, 317 ¥. Supp. 896). Chief
Walsh insisted nobody had done anything wrong. The usual "resisting arrest" charge was
dropped. Bone chips of Mr. Arroyo's nose were removed from his cheek bones. The officer did
not seek treatment for the injury to his kauckles. |

Two Bridgeport police officer who were escorting a man handcuffed behind his back into
police headquarters plead guilty to "recklessly endangering with extreme indifference to the life
of John Colquit did in fact create a risk of serious injury to him". The Sargent who called the
ambulance said "one of our guys cranked him.". Mr. Colquit spent ten days in the hospital to
recover from so much blood loss, The criminals who assaulted him Halpin and Christy, were
promoted to Sargent because they passed the exam. Their convictions made no difference, They
served no time.

If Mr. Colquit had died of blood loss proposed bill 652 would have applied. His survival
makes the almost deadly brutality moot. To remove any doubt of the need for Bill 652 with an
amendment to cover "conduct causing serious and/or permanent injury” we need only look to the
statement of Waterbury State's Attorney John A Connelly explaining why he would not seek a
warrant for the arrest of a white police officer who was observed by numerous witnesses béating
a helpless black young man with his black jack until the handle broke.

"Whether or not Michael Robinson's civil rights were violated is not within the
jurisdiction of this office. Violation of one's civil rights comes within the jurisdiction of
the federal government and that determination must be left to the federal agencies that
have been vested with that authority.”




At the very least, Bill 652 should be amended to permit the Judiciary Committee and/or the State
Attorney General to move for the appointment of a grand jury to determine if prosecution is
called for, The database for this proposal has been left with the Committee c/o Ms. Faticoni,

My credential and a Connecticut Law Tribune summation are attached. If'T could be of any

further assistance please do not hesitate to call.

Burton Weinstein, Esq.
(203) 208-5093
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pracliclrsff for at ieast twenty years and were partners
114 daw frns, one wus 8 teachier at the Yade Untversity
Law Scliool two e specialized sxperitnee (n federel
[GUTN

Court. Distriet of Conneclicul, Ol Ko, 3:94CVAT9
(WWE) (February 4, 1998). Judge Eginton awarded Al-
torney Burton Weinstein, whio has pracixed far longer
{Hat evens Allorney Withams, attorneys fees pursuunt o
§1068. hased on an houriy rate of B260.00. Judge
Egintan shserved the “Mtlomey Welnstet. is aniong the
01031 experiented plaintifia’ ¢ivil nghte Bgators tn the
stte. having practiced in the fedeval courts for many
¥ears and hoving successfudy logated several algnifi-
vanl ovil agals cases.” indeed, Altornty Weinsteln is
prevably the most accomplished and experiencets givil
rights lawyer tn Connecticut. He labored 1 that syea of
{he law when precedents unda 42 U SC. §1903 woe
relnlively few and has eatnbilished landmark pressdonts
under that statule. Se0. e g, Taurman v, Ciy of Torring.
ion. SYB F.Sup. 1521 {3.Conn. 1984}, Attorney Welasieln
hay been nolienally recognized 0 the arees of civit tights
anit consttutionud law.

By condrast, Alterney Palmiert has been a mensber
of the Conneciicut Bar fur tesy thun vix years. During
almost all of that Wme, however, he has praciiced with
the Jaw ftrm of Atterney Joh Willtams, where, acotrd.
Ing 1o fia alfidavit. his primary areas of praclice have
Been covil sights Jaw and criminal defense. His affidavil
aisw states that he has {rled to verdict approximalely
sixty-five jury intals i federat and siate courd, of which
{urly-five have been ¢ righta clatma browght ulder
§1883 Further. Attorney Palinfert slates:

To date, Lhave briefed and argued appeals, poth as

- appellant and appellee. approximaiely twenty-five
Umes in the Appeliste Court, State of Connesticut,
approximately ten Hmes In the Uniled States Cougt
of Appeais for the Second Cireult, aiid three Hmies
in the Supreme Courl, Stale of Connecticut. § hawe
subiniited wiilten argument 10 the Supreme Court
of the United States in Lhe form of 8 brief in Oppo-
stion 1o a Peiftion for 8 Wit of Certlorar}. In addr.
Hon, i min awaiting the scheduling of argument on
o sumber of maltery pending in the Appetiate Court
of the State of Connccticnt and the Unied States
Court of Appeads for the Second Cureult.

A reviow of appelisle case Inw reflects that Attorney
Palmeeri does have a signiicant amount of experiense
briefing and srguing appenis. !

In addition, Awarney Palmieni states that he grag-
uzled from Alberlus Magnus College summa tum
Inude with a Bachelor of Aris degree in English, ang
that he gradunted from the Vermont Law School in
May 1993. Int law s¢hoal, he was the Notes Edilor of
the Vermont Law Review. He states that, subscquent
o graduation frem law school, legal research und
wriling tompleled by him a5 a student was publishied
in & two volume treatise about Vermonl's Act 250,

inCalevine u. City of Bridgepodd. Urdied Statey [DHatrics Q/

From ihe evidence before 0 and ns own famitiarity,
the courl finds that the markel rate prevalling In the
romsunily fur appetivte liggation by tawyers of reu-
sonably comparable skill. exprricnee and repulalion
o that uf Patuilers is 8150.00.

“Thedelermination of the amuient of the award does
1ol end With the lodesiar arculation. Allhough there
I8 a strong prosumption that the Jodestar fgure -
resends the reasonable fes, Clty of Furiington . Dague,
1505 U1.58. 557,562, 112 S.CL. 2638, 2641, 1201,.5d.2¢
448 11992}, other considerations may lead 1o an npe
ward or dewnward depariure from the fodestar,” Uin-
ternink quotation tnarks omiiied.] Grant v Marlinez,
supra. 873 F.2d 101 sec Hensloy v. Eckerhart, supra.
481 1.5 434, Atiorney Palmicrs enfoyrd an optimal
fe8lt an appeal—affirmanie. The degeee of success,
o Jeast al the il fevel, has been consitiered the most
importaind of the Henasley crileria. Orchano v, Ad-
vanced Revuvery, Inc., supra, 107 F.3d 96-87, [n ad.
dition, Atterney Palmiert's appellate brief was very
go0d. On the othes hand, white thia case Sriginally may
have been le9s than “desirable” for some iawyerg=the
trial judge charactestzed 1 as 4 “close case —-afltr e
Jury'sverdict. the case became very attractive frem the
atandpolnt of an appeliate Jawyer, sven if Ine plaimty!
had bean without assets, The plaintil had been
awaeded a large verdicl, On appeal, the platnitff stood
as the appellee: the defendiuniy were appeliants. "It is
well settled thal the burden of catabiishing harm resiy
on the appeitant.” Willtems Ford, fnc. v Hartford Cotr:
ant Co.. 232 Conn. §59, 572, 867 A.2d 212 (1995}

Hensley v, fckerharl supra, 461 U5, 430 11 3, how
ever, itsts tweive factors which @ court shiouid consider
In setting attorneys fees.? This court has consldered
each of thein. Less frequently diecussed in cags faw huy
no des6 impartunt than many other factors is the ‘repu-
tallon” of the altorney seeking atlorneys fees. I For a0
variety of teasons his {s an area where irial Judges,
generally acting without the benefll of gworn “¢vidence”
in the strtel sonse. must teepd carcfully. Per foree of
Henstey, howeveér, treuyd we imust,

“IRitputation repres¢nts the communily's belief us
to the aclual character or disposion” of a person.
State v. Blake, 157 Conn. 83, 104, 249 A.2d 237
(Y908). A lawyer's most preziows asse! 15 his or her
professional reputalion. Superintencdent v. Hill, 472
U.5. 445, 457. 106 8.Ct. 2768, 88 L.Ed.2¢ 356 {1y8%)
{8tevens, J., dissenting. with Arennan and Marshall,
Js., concursingl: Cooter Gell v, Hartmarx Corp.. 496
U.5. 384,413, 110 5.04, 2447, 110 L.£d.2¢ 35911500}
{(Slevens, J. concurring in part and disseating in pard).
Comptience and candor are thief among the many
characlerislics whith tourts and sociely at large require
of lawyers. A lawyer's reputation for oxaggeralion, or
werse, culs to the heart of his professional reputalion. A
lawyer's "profeastonal value” gerivea not inerely from his
skills as an advoeate ar fechadcian, but from his reputa.
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